
Supporting our small communities of faith 

November 2025 
A unique feature of our diocese are the many small rural communities that gather regularly for Mass 
and liturgies. As well as gathering for liturgies these communities also provide pastoral support to 
the wider community. They are valuable and important communities and an important witness.  
 

Maintaining our small rural churches:   Most of our small rural churches struggle with 
maintenance. As part of the proposed plan the diocese will set aside 8% percent of the parish levy to 
be used to help maintain our rural churches. This means that there will be an annual fund of 
approximately $30,000 that will be used to undergo maintenance on rural churches around the 
diocese. The diocesan property manager will work with the local community to assist with 
maintaining rural churches. 
 

Small Rural Faith Communities that are currently part of a larger parish with 2024 Mass count. 

Kurow  – 20 (twice a month) 

Hampden  – 18 (twice a month) 

Broad Bay  – 33 (monthly Mass) 

Dipton  – 12 (weekly) 

Lumsden  – 20 (monthly) 

Mossburn  – 10 (weekly) 

Balfour  – 26 (weekly) 

Riverton  – 16 (twice a month) 

Nightcaps  – 12 (monthly) 

Rakahouka  – 12 (once a month) 

Rimu  – 22 (twice a month) 

Bluff  – 14 (twice a month) 
 

Worshipping in another denomination’s church 

Tapanui  – 5 (twice a month) 

Tuatapere  – 5 (monthly) 

Otautau  – 12 (twice a month) 
 

Small rural communities that are still parishes.  

Lawrence  – 8 (weekly) 

Waikouaiti (Palmerston)  – 18 (weekly) 

Port Chalmers  – 21 (weekly) 

Omakau  – 23 (weekly) 

Roxburgh  – 24 (weekly) 

Ranfurly  – 26 (weekly) 

Milton  – 30 (weekly) 

Te Anau  – 40 (weekly) 

 

Apart from Ranfurly and Te Anau, these communities belong to a pastoral area. It is proposed that 

they will become part of a larger parish. Te Anau and Ranfurly to receive additional administrative 

support from the diocese. 

 

 


