
Cathedral & Hill Suburbs Pastoral Area 
ST JOSEPH’S CATHEDRAL | ST FRANCIS XAVIER (Mornington 

 ST MARY’S (Kaikorai) | ST JOSEPH’S (Brockville)    
 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Vaughan Leslie 
027 385 9615, frvjpleslie@yahoo.com 

 

21 December 2025 – 4th Sunday of Advent – Year A 
   

PARISH OFFICE 
Catholic Pastoral Centre, Level 4, 300 Rattray St, Dunedin | Ph: 03 477 2980  

Website: www.stjosephscathedraldunedin.com 
Email: stjosephcathdn@gmail.com & hillsuburbspa@gmail.com 

Office hours: Wednesday to Friday 10:00am – 3:00pm | Secretary: Celia Duff    
Website: www.hillspa.org.nz     

SUNDAY MASS           

SATURDAY: St Mary’s Vigil: 6:00pm 

SUNDAY: 
St Francis Xavier: 9:00am 
St Joseph’s Cathedral: 10:30am; (9:00am Latin Mass; Chapel) 

 St Joseph’s, Brockville remains closed to the public. 

WEEKDAY MASS    

ST MARY’S: Tue & Fri: 9:30am; ST FRANCIS XAVIER: Wed & Thurs: 9:30am 
ST JOSEPH’S CATHEDRAL: Mon & Sat: 9:30am (Chapel), Wed: 5:30pm (Cathedral) 

CONFESSION 

Cathedral: Sat 4:30-5:00pm 
 

EXPOSITION 

Cathedral: Wed 6-6:40pm 
 (concluding with Benediction) 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 2025 

St Francis Xavier – Mornington (Wed 24 Dec) 

 Christmas:   Vigil 5:00pm (Children’s Mass) 

St Mary’s – Kaikorai (Wed 24 Dec) 

 Christmas:   Vigil 8:00pm (Carols 11:30pm) 

St Jospeh’s Cathedral (Thurs 25 Dec) 

 Christmas:   Midnight (Carols 11:30pm) 

        10:30am (Christmas morning) 
 

Christmas Carols 

Cathedral: Sunday 21 Dec, 5:30pm 
 

New Year’s Day Mass 

 St Francis Xavier: Thursday 1 Jan, 9:30am 
 

Wedding Congratulations to Sam and Dayna Al-Balushi who were married at 

the Cathedral, Sat 13 Dec, witnessed by Fr Vaughan.  
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A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU to everyone in our parishes for all your 

assistance and constant support for the work of the Church in Central Dunedin. I’m 

personally most grateful for the many hours or volunteer work and commitment that 

parishioners give to enable us to continue as we do. Prayerful blessings to you and your 

families as we enter this very joyfully Christmas and holiday time. 

 Fr Vaughan. 
 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

Envelopes are available from the church foyers.  If you wish to donate directly to the Parish 

bank account, please use the following details:  Particulars: Christmas; Code: 189; 

Reference: Your name.  Many thanks.  

 

The Parish Office will close for the holidays from Wednesday 24 December and will 

reopen Wednesday, 21 January 2026.  
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
This year's course sessions teaching the Faith have now begun. NEXT SESSION Wed 4th Feb 

at 7pm at the Cathedral Office, Level 4 of the Pastoral Centre  
 

De-Consecration Mass of Blessed Sacrament Church, Palmerston. 
On Saturday 14th February 2026, at 11am, Bishop Michael will preside at a Mass of de-

consecration for our Church building in Palmerston.  We are all invited.   
 

2025 PROPERTY PROPOSAL: Feedback to Parishes - 19 Dec 2025 
The combined finance committees of the Cathedral and Hills Pastoral Area are most grateful 

to those who recently took part in the consultation on the 2025 Property Proposal. Below you 

will find the decisions made to date with further consultation to be ongoing. This important 

work of stewardship for the future is not always easy but it is essential.    

• The status quo is to remain for the time being, for all property in the Pastoral Area. 

• No maintenance will occur on St Mary’s Church, Hall or Presbytery presently due to 

insufficient funds.  

• St Mary’s School field (above the presbytery) is required for the school to operate 

under the integration agreement. 

• St Mary’s Presbytery (which is presently rented with all income coming to St Mary’s 

Parish) is landlocked and cannot be sold while the school operates. 

• The Cathedral is to be retained and maintained through savings and fundraising 

campaigns. 

• St Francis Xavier Presbytery, if sold in the future, first option is to be given to the 

Diocese to purchase for the School.  

• The Pastoral Area has a duty of care to provide places of worship. The question to be 

considered is: What is needed and what is sustainable? This includes how assets can 

make passive income through development/sale/purchase etc., creating other income 

streams rather than relying solely on parish collections. 

FEAST DAYS, SOLEMNITIES & MEMORIALS 

23 December – St John of Kanty; 25 December – THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

26 December – ST STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR 

27 December – ST JOHN, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST 



2026 COLUMBAN ART CALENDARS are on sale in the church foyers 

and at the Parish Office (during office hours).  Cost per calendar $13.00.  If paying via the 

envelopes provided, please place these in the collection basket. Many thanks  
 

THANK YOU FROM ST VINCENT DE PAUL  
Thank you to everyone who has supported our Christmas food parcel appeal.  This year we 

are supplying food parcels and gifts to 280 families. We could not do this without the support 

of our donors who give so generously, our conference members, staff and volunteers. We 

wish you all a very blessed Christmas. 
 

 
 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH: Chief Finance Officer 
The Diocese is looking to recruit a Chief Finance Officer (CFO) to lead a passionate and 

committed team and be a key strategic partner in shaping the future of the Catholic Diocese 

of Christchurch. For a full Candidate Brief please email applications@cdoc.nz. To apply, 

click here or attach your cover  letter and CV to applications@cdoc.nz  with ‘Chief Financial 

Officer Job Application’ in the subject line. Applications close 11.59pm Thursday 15 January 

2026. For more information please phone Annette Pugh on 03 378 3647. 
 

CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE – Three Part-Time Roles  

• Digital Ministry Specialist (Content & Platform) – oversee CEC’s website and 

social media, creating content that helps people explore faith.  

• Digital Ministry Specialist (Media Production) – create short videos, testimonies, and 

reels introducing Catholic faith and traditions.  

• Resource & Enquiry Support Officer – respond to enquirers and coordinate the 

dispatch of printed resources across Aotearoa.  

All roles are part-time (0.4 FTE) and may be remote or Wellington-based. Expressions of 

interest to carly@catholicenquiry.nz by Friday 9 January 2026. Roles may be filled sooner 

for the right candidates. 
 

JOIN OUR MISSION TO SERVE LIFE AND FAMILY 
Family Life International NZ is seeking an Operations Manager to support the daily 

operations of our pro-life, pro-family mission. Ideal for someone with strong organisational 

abilities, solid business skills, and a heart for service.  To express interest contact Michelle 

Kaufman michelle@fli.org.nz or visit fli.org.nz/join-our-team 
 

Wed 5:30pm Cathedral Mass and devotions begin again 4 Feb 2026  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Parish Picnic – Following 10:30am Mass Sunday 22 Feb 2026 (weather permitting) 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
Recent Deaths: 

Anniversaries: 

Clare Chiminello, Fr Alex Lynch, Fr Colin Schmelz 

Requiescant in Pace  
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PARISH ROSTERS 

28 December 2025, The Holy Family 

ST MARY’S 

Saturday, 6:00pm 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER 

Sunday, 9:00am 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHEDRAL 

Sunday, 10:30am 

No formal roster for January.  

Please volunteer at Mass if you 

are available. 

Counter:  

28 Dec – 25 Jan: L Finnerty 

Cleaning 

28 Dec: Taungapeau Family 

4 Jan: S Kubala 

11 Jan: S Kubala 

18 Jan: C Howard, M Oskam 

25 Jan: C Howard, M Oskam 

No formal roster for January.  

Please volunteer at Mass if you 

are available. 

Counters:  

28 Dec: G & H O’Connell 

4 Jan: M Jarka 

11 Jan: C & J Sullivan 

18 Jan: G & H O’Connell 

25 Jan: M Jarka 

Cleaning: 

10 Jan: R O’Connell Family 

17 Jan: S Forde 

24 Jan: I & L Sefo 

Greeters: Volunteers 

Readers: K & M Flaherty 

Collection: R & M Clark 

Gifts: Caragay Family 

Extraordinary Ministers:  

G & B Magnuson 

Altars Servers: 

Overhead: J Henderson 

Counters: Caragay Family 

Cleaning: Currie Family 

January Roster for the Cathedral can be found on the Cathedral website here: 

https://www.stjosephscathedraldunedin.com/rosters.html. Copies are also posted at the churches.   

Parish Directory 

• Passionist Family Group: Meeting once a month. Contact: Deborah Kelly 

debkelly@kinect.co.nz   

• Xavier Notes Music, Mornington: Contact: Parish office will forward enquiry 

• St Joseph’s Cathedral Choir and Choristers: Contact: David Burchell  

d.c.burchell@outlook.com or ph. 021 135 2535  

• St Vincent de Paul Society: 03 477 0555; www.stvincentdepauldunedin.nz/ 

• Rosary: St Mary’s Kaikorai following Tue & Fri Mass; Cathedral Wed 6:10pm 

• Tongan Community: Mass 1st Sunday of the month, St Mary’s Kaikorai 

Contact: Hulita Makasini, ph. 021 162 1610 

• Filipino Community: Mass 3rd Sunday of the month, St Mary’s Kaikorai 

• Cathedral Sunday Coffee: Meeting after Mass at Mitre 10. Contact: Raymond 

& Monica clarkraymond07@gmail.com  

• Friendship Club Little Sisters of the Poor, for the elderly and homebound, 

Tuesdays 10-3pm. Contact: 03 476 2028 or email: dt@lspdun.co.nz to attend – 

free transport. 

• Catholic Young Adults Prayer Group: Fridays 6pm during University term 

time at Holy Name. Email: dunedin.catholic@gmail.com; Facebook group 

Instagram: @dunedin.catholic.   

All Parish Groups are welcome to be included in this directory by contacting the parish 

office: stjosephcathdn@gmail.com or hillsuburbspa@gmail.com  
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